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ALPHA DELTA GAMMA NATIONAL Fraternity


XI CONSTITUTION


2017 - 2018

Bellarmine University

Xi Chapter

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, THE ALPHA DELTA GAMMA man believes that the true principle of Fraternalism is one of Christian friendship, inspired by the concept of the Mystical Body, strengthened by the bond of common ideals, and hallowed by brotherly memories;

WHEREAS, THE ALPHA DELTA GAMMA man believes that the purpose of Fraternalism is the linking together of human hearts, minds, and hands actuated by a common motive and a striving for a common goal;

AND WHEREAS, THE ALPHA DELTA GAMMA man believes in fostering the achievements of LEARNING and SCIENCE:  That the earnest student is worthy of admiration and esteem as a deposition of cultural civilization;  That upon the culture of the arts and the attainment of science rests the whole of human freedom in thought and action;  That these achievements are ultimately the relief of the oppressed and succor to the poor and the suffering;  That the American prosperity and equality depend not upon the vain standards of capital, but upon the untiring labors of men of genuine Wisdom,

We, the members of Xi Chapter of ALPHA DELTA GAMMA, do herby ordain this Constitution:

ARTICLE I-NAME

The Name of this Fraternity, by the authority of the National Charter, shall be Xi Chapter of ALPHA DELTA GAMMA.

ARTICLE II-PURPOSE

1) To unite congenial-minded men in a brotherhood of love and high respect;

2) To develop the highest Christian ideals of manhood among its members; 

3) To foster and promote the ideals of Bellarmine University;

4) To promote scholarship among its members and their fellow students

5) To further promote service of Community so as to awaken in ourselves and our fellow a realization of the Brotherhood of Man.

ARTICLE III- REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Section A.
Membership in Xi Chapter of ALPHA DELTA GAMMA Fraternity shall be open to full-time male students of Bellarmine University, who are in good standing, who are governed by a good sense of morality, and who accept the principles of the Constitution of the United States of America.  This requirement may be waived in special instances by the president of the Fraternity.

1. A full-time student will be regarded as enrolled in twelve (12) credit hours.

2. There will be no discrimination as to race, religion, nationality or sexual orientation. 

3. An Acceptable Grade Point Average shall be a 2.50. This is a Minimum standard. 

a. The Grade Point Average shall be taken from the most recent assessment of the students grades. (Including High School Transcripts)

Section B.
Membership in this Fraternity shall be of five types: Active, Active on Academic Probation, Inactive, Alumni, and Honorary.
1. Active Membership in this Fraternity shall be accorded to one who fulfills the following conditions:

a. Who shall have been duly proposed and passed according to the requirements of the National Constitution and of the local chapter;

b. Who shall have undergone proper informal, and formal initiation;

c. Who shall have paid, in full, or in such proportions as is currently due, and other fees which shall have been established by the local chapter

d. The duration of active Membership shall be any period of attendance of accredited courses of Bellarmine University, provided that such activity does not conflict with any preceding condition.

e. Who shall have partaken in a minimum of one (1) service event with the fraternity or have partaken in a minimum of ten (10) hours of community service outside of the chapter.

f. Who shall maintain a collegiate GPA of 2.50 or above.
2. Active on Academic Probation in this Fraternity shall be accorded to one who fulfills the following conditions beginning:
a. Who shall have been duly proposed and passed according to the requirements of the National Constitution and of the local chapter;

b. Who shall have undergone proper informal, and formal initiation;

c. Who shall have paid, in full, or in such proportions as is currently due, and other fees which shall have been established by the local chapter

d. The duration of active Membership shall be any period of attendance of accredited courses of Bellarmine University, provided that such activity does not conflict with any preceding condition.

e. Who shall have partaken in a minimum of one (1) service event with the fraternity or have partaken in a minimum of ten (10) hours of community service outside of the chapter.

f. Who has not been an Active on Academic Probation the prior academic semester.

g. Who shall fulfill all required study hours assigned by the scholastic chair. 

3. Inactive Membership shall be accorded to those who are subject to the following conditions:

a. Who are active members, but shall, through a majority vote of approval of the local chapter, have been allowed to temporarily waive their duties and privileges as active members, or,

b. Who, through a transgression of the rules and regulations of this Fraternity, shall have been suspended by a majority of the local chapter.

c. Who exceed more than one consecutive semester in the Membership of this Fraternity as an Active on Academic Probation.

d. Those who petition the current vice president of internal affairs and are approved by the chapter.
4. Alumni Membership shall be accorded to those who have terminated their studies as Undergraduates of Bellarmine University.

5. Honorary Membership shall be accorded to those who have satisfied the following condition: 

a. Who shall have been nominated for the local active or alumni chapter, by either chapter, and shall have been approved by a majority vote of the local chapter and approved by the National Convention.

Section D.
Any Active, Active on Academic Probation, Inactive, Alumnus, or Honorary membership may be suspended pursuant to the provisions of Article V.

ARTICLE IV-CANDIDATE EDUCATION

Section A.
Any rules established by Bellarmine University governing the Candidate Education Period shall pre-empt any requirement of this Fraternity.

Section B.
The name of each Candidate for candidacy shall be placed before the members at chapter meeting called for the special purpose of considering Candidates. Twenty (20) percent unfavorable votes by the active members present at this meeting shall be considered sufficient to bar the pledging of any individual there being no recourse to the Supreme Court.

Section C.
All Candidates shall:

1. Be educated in accordance with the National Ritual and none other shall be used

2. Not be issued pins until after completing the requirements set forth by the Brothers of Xi Chapter.

Section D.
The Candidate Educator of Xi Chapter will be consulted and his approval received before any task is assigned to the candidates as a group. 

1. The educator shall be the only coordinator of all such tasks and will have absolute authority in all such matters.

Section E.
As in accordance with the National Constitution the Period of Candidacy shall not be less than six (6) weeks and no longer than twelve (12) weeks.

ARTICLE V-SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS

Section A.
Suspension shall be defined as the temporary or permanent loss of all rights and privileges. This may be incurred by any member including a brother wishing for suspension or by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the active members.

Section B.
The grounds for suspension shall be:

1. Disobedience in fraternal matters 

2. Failure to meet the financial obligation imposed by his chapter if he is known to be in a position to meet them

a. Automatic suspension shall be incurred by any member of an active or alumni chapter if he should allow himself to become more than sixty (60) calendar days delinquent in the fulfillment of any financial obligations to said chapter without a reasonable attempt to make good his debt. Once the Delinquency under this part has been satisfied, the suspended member shall automatically be reinstated.

3. Lack of interest in the Fraternity.

Section C.
Appeal may be made to the Supreme Court, which may, by a majority vote in favor of lifting the suspension, bring the appeal to the chapter. If the majority vote is not in favor of the lifting the suspension, the appeal ends there.

Section D.
A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members of his Active Chapter shall be necessary to rescind the suspension, following approval of the Supreme Court as stated in Section C., above.
ARTICLE VI-ELECTION OF OFFICERS & CHAIRS

Section A.
The officers of this Fraternity shall be:

1. President

2. Executive Vice-President

3. Vice President of Internal Affairs 

4. Vice President of External Affairs

5. Vice President of Finance

6. Vice President of Public Relations/Rush
7. Vice President of Alumni Relations

Section B.
The Chairs of this Fraternity shall be:

1. Service Chair

2. Scholastic Chair

3. School Spirt Chair

4. Social Chair

5. Spiritual Chair

6. Chapter Historian

7. Master of Candidate Education

8. Webmaster
9. Secretary

Section C.
All Officers and Chairs shall be elected for a term of one year except for the Candidate Educator, who is elected for one semester.

Section D.
All officers and Chairs shall be elected by a majority of the ballots of all the active members present at the special meeting called for elections.  All officers and Successors shall hold the office until the successors have been elected. Once successors have been elected, there will be a transition period of sixty (60) days. After which the successors become fully instated.

Section E.
Any vacancies in office that may occur shall be filled by a special election called for that express purpose only.

Section F.
The rules of Bellarmine University concerning eligibility for holding of office shall take precedence over any rule established by the National or Local chapter of this Fraternity.  No one shall hold any office unless he is an active member as defined in Article III, Section B, paragraph 1, and has passed at least two-thirds (2/3) of the hours taken the preceding semester.  In addition, the candidate for president must have at least a 2.5 Grade Point Average in order to be nominated for that office.

Section G.
Nomination of the officers shall be made from the floor and seconded.  These nominations shall be made at the last regularly scheduled meeting before elections. Upon closing of the nomination, the candidates shall leave the meeting room, whereupon speeches on behalf of the candidates may be given by the persons nominating them and any other so desiring, with all candidates for a particular office given equal representation; the speeches for all candidates for a particular office shall not exceed five minutes.

Section H.
In case of no nominees receiving a vote sufficient for election, the two highest shall again be voted upon.

Section I.
No other method of election shall be considered.

Section J.
All offices displayed in Section A and Section B of this Article are required to present their progress in each weekly Fraternity meeting.

ARTICLE VII-DUTIES OF OFFICERS & CHAIRS

Section A.
Duties of the President

1. He shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter.

2. He shall be an “ex-officio” member of all committees.

3. He shall represent the entire body of the Fraternity whenever and wherever it shall be necessary that he do so, however, he may appoint someone to take his place.

4. His signature will be placed on file with the Vice President of Finance and be necessary to validate all checks or drafts of the Fraternity.  (except when impractical, when an assistant shall be authorized to act in his stead)

5. He shall be, along with the Vice President of Finance, a chapter liaison for GreekBill.

6. He shall act as chairman on the expansion committee; in such capacity he shall make such use of Fraternity listings, university directories, and other leads and contacts provided by the brothers, chapters, and his personal experience to promote the growth of the fraternity.

7. He may appoint other necessary committees in the chapter, but their duties must not conflict with those outlined in Article VI.
8. He shall be a delegate to the National Convention or appoint someone to take his place.

9. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

Section B.
Duties of the Executive Vice-President
1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall take the place of the president, and perform the duties of that office during the absence of, or in case of vacancy of, the President’s chair.

3. He shall be in charge of the ritual of the Fraternity for this chapter and shall supervise the Formal Initiation of the new members when inducted into the Fraternity.

4. He shall be a delegate to the National Convention in the absence of the President, if feasible.

5. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

6. He shall be responsible for checking the progress of all chairs established in Article: VI Section B and presenting progress back to the President

7. He shall be responsible for checking the progress of all Committees established and presenting progress back to the President.

8. He shall be responsible to procure a copy of this Constitution to the newly initiated members.

Section C.
Duties of the Vice President of External Affairs

1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall carry on all correspondence of the Fraternity. Such as, communicating with the University, University organizations, and other active chapters of the Fraternity.
3. He shall submit reports to Alphadelity and The Red Carnation as provided for the National Council.

4. He shall submit a copy of this chapter’s Constitution to the National Office with the National Reports.

5. He shall submit a roster of newly-elected officers to the National Executive Secretary immediately following the elections.

6. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

Section D.
Duties of the Vice President of Internal Affairs

1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall direct the elections of all officers of this Fraternity.
3. He shall maintain an accurate and complete directory of the membership.  

4. He shall keep the Vice President of Finance informed of the status of the active members.

5. He shall compile an accurate roster of Active, Alumni and Honorary members to be sent to the National Office.

6. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

Section E.
Duties of the Vice President of Finance

1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall receive all monies paid and payable to the Fraternity, giving receipts therefore, and shall dispense all monies as directed by the Fraternity and this constitution.

3. He shall give a detailed report at each regular meeting of the finances of the Fraternity.

4. He shall collect the dues and fines from the members and shall give prompt notice of any financial reasons for the suspensions of any member for the rejection of the candidacy of a member for office.
5. He shall be, along with the President, a chapter liaison for GreekBill. He will also update members on the posting of bills and their status with GreekBill.
6. His signature, together with that of the President, shall be necessary for any check or draft of the Fraternity (except when impractical, when an assistant shall be authorized in his stead).

7. He shall render a financial report of the income and expenditures of the Chapter annually and have this report in the records of this Fraternity.

8. He shall be chairman of the Chapter Financial Committee.

9. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

Section F.
Duties of the Historian

1. He shall be responsible for the compiling of the Chapter’s history, both in written and pictorial

2. He shall be responsible for the compiling of the Chapter’s active chapter reports semi-annually.

Section G.  Duties of the Vice President of Public Relations/Rush
1. He shall be placed in charge of Bellarmine University’s Rush Week and will have a place in the chapter expansion committee. 

2. He shall be responsible for checking that the events of rush week are not in violation of any University or Fraternity guidelines. 

3. He shall be responsible for the final planning and execution of all Rush Week events.

a. All Rush Week events shall be successfully planned at a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to Rush Week. 

4. He shall be responsible along with the chapter expansion committee for the PR of Rush week.

a. All PR should be in accordance with University Guidelines regarding:

i. Placement of Posters 

ii. Placement of Flyers

iii. Room Reservation(s)

5. He shall act in the area of Public Relations, which entails informing the campus and community of our events.
6. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a Candidate for membership and one as an active.

Section H.
Duties of the Vice President of Alumni Relations

1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall inform alumni of all meetings and functions of the fraternity.

3. He shall be responsible along with the Social Chair for the Organization, Planning, and Execution of Universal ADG Night.
4. He shall be responsible along with the Spiritual Chair for the acknowledgement of the loss of life of any member of this Fraternity. As defined in Article III: Section B.

5. He shall inform the Alumni chapter president of the graduation of members of the active chapter.

6. He shall be responsible for the coordination of events with the alumni to foster relations between the active and alumni chapters.

7. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a candidate and one as an active.

Section H.
Duties of the Master of Candidate Education

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for planning and supervising the entire Candidate Education period.

2. He shall have the authority to cancel or add any event for the purpose of enhancing the objectives of the education period.

3. He shall have the authority to suspend any active member or alumnus from participating in candidate education activities until an investigation is completed and a formal hearing is held by the committee.

4. He shall sit as Chairman of the Candidate Education Period Committee.

5. He shall have gone through two initiations, one as a Candidate for Membership and one as an active.
Section I.
Duties of the Service Chair

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for the planning and execution of Fraternity Service Opportunities.
a. He shall plan a minimum of three (3) a semester.

Section J.
Duties of the Scholastic Chair

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for the planning and execution of Fraternity Scholastic Opportunities.

a. He shall plan a minimum of three (3) a semester.

2. He shall be expected to use his own discretion on all Scholastic matters. Specifically:

a. To help raise active members’ GPAs. 

b. To tutor actives in areas that he excels in.

c. To seek out academic aid for any Brother in need.
d. To hold actives responsible for completing their requirement of maintaining a collegiate GPA of 2.50 or above as outlined in Article III, Section B, subsection 1, Part f.

Section K.
Duties of the School Spirit Chair 

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for the planning and execution of Fraternity School Spirit Opportunities.

a. He shall plan a minimum of three (3) a semester.

Section L.
Duties of the Social Chair

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for the planning and execution of Fraternity Social Opportunities. 

a. He shall plan a minimum of three (3) a semester.

2. He shall be responsible along with the Vice President of Alumni Relations for the Organization, Planning, and Execution of Universal ADG night.

Section M.
Duties of the Spiritual Chair

1. He shall be the Elected Official who is directly responsible for the planning and execution of Fraternity Social Opportunities. 

a. He shall plan a minimum of three (3) a semester

2. He shall be responsible for the Organization, Planning, and Execution of Laetare Sunday. 

3. He shall be responsible along with the Vice President of Alumni Relations for the acknowledgement of the loss of life of any member of this Fraternity. As defined in Article: III Section B.
Section N. Duties of the Secretary

1. He shall be present at all chapter meetings, unless made incapable by extenuating circumstances.

2. He shall be responsible for recording member attendance at meetings and events.

3. He shall keep a record of the minutes of all meetings of the Fraternity and they shall be passed out at the next meeting and distributed via email.

4. He shall be responsible for keeping a running calendar of events in communication with the Webmaster.
ARTICLE VIII-CHAPTER SUPREME COURT

Section A. This Chapter shall have a Supreme Court.  The chairman of the Supreme Court shall be known as the Chief Justice and the other members as Associate Justices. The Supreme Court shall consist of five members, all of whom shall be appointed by the President, with the recommendations of the Executive Vice President 

Section B. The Supreme Court shall be an appellate court, except as otherwise provided by this Constitution, for the purpose of hearing appeals on:

1.     The constitutionality of National or Chapter laws and legislation; in terms of the National Constitution, Bylaws, rules and statutes of Alpha Delta Gamma;

2.     The legality of any act of the organization of the Fraternity as defined in Article III, or the members thereof in terms of the National Constitution, Bylaws, rules and statutes of Alpha Delta Gamma;

3.     The legality of any policy established by the National Convention, the National Executive Council, the National President, or any other member in terms of the National Constitution, Bylaws, rules and statutes of Alpha Delta Gamma;

4.     The legality of any administrative interpretation of law by the National Vice President of Internal Affairs or any other member in terms of the National Constitution, Bylaws, rules and statutes of Alpha Delta Gamma;

Section C. The Chief Justice shall administer oaths of office to Chapter Officers.  In event of the absence of the Chief Justice, the outgoing President shall administer the oath of office to the incoming President.  The newly installed President shall then administer oaths of office to the incoming Executive Board.

Section D. The Supreme Court shall review annually the laws of Xi chapter upon the revision of the National Constitution by the National Officers. Justices of the Supreme Court shall be responsible for making revisions that are needed and adhere to the Fraternity’s purpose outlined in Article II of this constitution. All members of the Supreme Court, unless of special circumstances, along with the President and Chapter Moderator, must sign a revised constitution in order for the revision to be valid.  Copies shall be made and preserved by the Historian.

ARTICLE IX-DUTIES OF THE MODERATOR


The Fraternity must always act under the sanction of the Moderator, expressed or implied, although the action of the Fraternity should always come from the enterprise of its members.  The Moderator shall seed this purpose in accordance with the ideals and tradition of the University.  If occasion ever demands, the Moderator shall bring the Fraternity to act in a manner becoming of its purpose and spirit as contained in this Constitution.  To this end, therefore, the Moderator is invested with the power to veto any action taken by the Fraternity, but he shall never cast a ballot.

ARTICLE X-COMMITTEES

Section A.  
There shall be eight (8) standing committees consisting of at least three (3) members each.

1. The Chapter Financial Committee, which shall have as its chairman the Vice President of Finance; the President appointing the remaining two (2) members.

2. The Chapter Expansion Committee, which shall have at its head the Chapter President and two (2) others appointed by the President.

3. The Chapter Candidate Education Committee, which shall have at its head the Master of Candidate Education and shall include two (2) alumni members; at least three (3) active members; the President and the Chapter Moderator.
4. The Service Committee, which shall have at its head the Service Chair and two (2) others appointed by the Service Chair.
5. The Scholastic Committee, which shall have at its head the Scholastic Chair and two (2) others appointed by the Scholastic Chair.
6. The School Spirit Committee, which shall have at its head the School Spirit Chair and two (2) others appointed by the School Spirit Chair.
7. The Social Committee, which shall have at its head the Social Chair and two (2) others appointed by the Social Chair.
8. The Spiritual Committee, which shall have at its head the Spiritual Chair and two (2) others appointed by the Spiritual Chair.
Section B.
The leaders of the committees both general and unique to this chapter will be responsible for presenting the progress of their committees in the weekly fraternity meetings.
Section C. 
The Chapter President may appoint other necessary committees in this chapter, but their duties must not conflict with those outlined above.

ARTICLE XI-SALARIES OF OFFICERS


No officer of this Chapter shall receive any salary, but expenditures incurred in the execution of his duties, and with the approval of the proper authority, shall be refunded to him upon showing proof of such expenditures to the Vice President of Finance.

ARTICLE XII-CHAPTER FINANCES

Section A:  NATIONAL ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP FEE

1. Each newly inducted individual shall be responsible for payment of the National Active Membership Fee as provided for in Section 3900 of the National Bylaws.

Section B:  FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

1. Any member who is in arrears in their financial obligation to XI chapter on the opening day of the Rush Period shall not be permitted to vote until they have petitioned the Chapter Executive Council and has been granted voting privileges.

Any member who is in arrears in their financial obligations to XI chapter will not be permitted to vote until they have petitioned the Chapter Executive Council and has been granted voting privileges.

Section C:  EXPENSES

1. Members of the Fraternity, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, shall not have the power to incur any expense in the name of or for the account of the Fraternity without the prior consent and/or approval of the sovereign body.

ARTICLE XIII CHAPTER MEETINGS

Section A:  REGULAR

1. 
There shall be one (1) regular meeting held weekly.

Section B.  The Moderator or President has a right to call meetings, whenever he deems it necessary and expedient, upon due notice to the membership.  If, in the opinion of one-half (1/2) of the active membership, there is a need for a meeting, they may petition for one and this demand must be gratified.

Section C.  The meeting or meetings at which officers are elected or at which a Constitutional amendment will be considered shall be officially designated as a Special Meeting by the President and one (1) week prior to the meeting.

Section D.  A Quorum to carry on business at any regular or special meeting shall be one (1) more than one-half (1/2) of the active membership on the roll book of the Fraternity.
Section E.  All members shall have the right to participate in discussion, but none except active members in good standing shall vote or nominate for office, or shall be eligible to hold office.

Section F.  Only members of the Fraternity and these especially invited by the Moderator or President shall be permitted to attend any meeting of the Fraternity.
ARTICLE XIV-IMPEACHMENT

Section A:  DEFINED

1. Impeachment is the act of any chapter of the Fraternity in bringing a charge or charges of a wrongful or improper action or omission against a Chapter Officer or Chapter Moderator, which charge or charges, if proved valid pursuant to the procedures set forth in this Article, will cause the removal from office of the person charged.

Section B:  CHAIRMAN OF THE PROCEEDINGS

1. The XI Chapter President shall be the chairman for impeachment proceedings; unless he is the person charged, in which case the chairman shall be appointed from among the other Chapter Officers by the Chapter Moderator.

Section C:  NOTIFICATION

1. The active or alumni member introducing impeachment shall file a notice of intent with the Chapter Executive Council, the Members of the Supreme Court, and the person charged.  Upon receipt of this notice, the chairman of the impeachment proceedings shall set a date for the filing of a charge or charges, said date not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of the notice of intent.

Section D:  CHARGES

1. The impeaching member shall file the charge or charges within the period of time established by the chairman in Section C above.  Failure to file will result in the automatic cancellation of impeachment proceedings.  A copy of the charge or charges shall be filed with the Chairman, the Chapter Executive Council, the members of the Supreme Court, and the person charged.  The chairman's copy shall be the official document for the proceedings.

2. The chairman, upon receipt of the charge or charges, shall advise the person charged to file an answer to the said charge or charges within twenty (20) days.  Failure of the person charged to file an answer within the time limit shall be construed as an admission of the charge or charges.
Section E:  DETERMINATION

1. The chairman shall send to each active member a copy of the charge or charges and a copy of the answer together with an explanation of the impeachment procedures.  Each active member shall be entitled to one (1) Alpha Delta Gamma Constitution vote on the proposition:  "Shall the person charged be removed from office based upon the charge(s) and answer?"

2. The validity of the charge or charges shall only be evidentiary in determining whether the person charged shall be removed from office.

3. All votes shall be sent to and received by the chairman within twenty (20) days from the date of the charge or charges and answer having been sent to their respective members.

4. A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote shall be required to remove the person charged.  A member who fails to vote shall be deemed to have cast a negative vote.  The chairman shall announce the result of the vote.

Section F:  RIGHT OF APPEAL

1. An impeachment vote (two-thirds (2/3) in the affirmative) may be appealed by the person charged by a written statement filed with the Members of the Supreme Court within twenty (20) days of the result having been announced.  The impeachment vote may be reversed by a three-fifths (3/5) vote of the Supreme Court.

2. There shall be no right of appeal from a negative vote, unless the impeaching member can present a prima facie case of fraudulent or negligent handling of the proceedings.


ARTICLE XV-SPECIAL RULES
Section A:  QUORUM

1. A quorum shall be necessary for any meeting of the Chapter Assembly, the Chapter Executive Council, any Chapter Committee. A quorum shall consist of one (1) more than one-half (½) of the total number of voting members.


ARTICLE XVI-CHAPTER BYLAWS

Section A:  ADOPTION

1. Any Bylaw may be adopted by a majority vote of the Chapter Assembly in a meeting, provided the same does not contravene any provision of this Constitution.

Section B:  MODIFICATION

1. A Bylaw may be repealed or amended by a majority vote of the Chapter Assembly in a meeting.

Section C:  CODIFICATION

1. All Bylaws shall be codified annually in a functional manner by the Chapter Vice President of Internal Affairs immediately subsequent to the conclusion of the Chapter Meeting in which Bylaws were adopted.

Section D:  NUMBERING

1. All Bylaws shall be numbered by the Chapter Assembly upon adoption. If a Bylaw is repealed, the number of that Bylaw may be retired.


ARTICLE XVII-AMENDMENTS

Section A:  REQUIRED VOTE

A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Chapter Assembly at a meeting shall be required for the adoption of any amendment to this constitution.

Section B:  EFFECTIVE DATE

Unless otherwise provided at the time of adoption, any amendments, deletions, or additions to this Constitution shall become effective at the close of the Chapter Meeting at which such changes were adopted.

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I-FEES AND DUES

Section A.
The initiation fee into this Fraternity shall be that as decided by the active members at the beginning of each school year.  A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members present shall be necessary to carry the motion.  All fees and fines are to be paid in accordance with the directives issued by the Vice President of Finance.

Section B.
Every active member must pay to the Vice President of Finance of the Chapter the amount specified by the Vice President of Finance for each semester of the academic year that he is active or active on academic probation.

Section C.
The members of this Fraternity are subject to assessments of a nominal sum by the Officers of the Fraternity in order to carry out any program voted on by the membership, or whenever, in the discretion of the Officers, such assessments are necessary to promote the welfare of the organizations.

Section D.
Since the purpose of the Fraternity is that as stated in Article II of this Constitution, the Officers of this Fraternity may, therefore, whenever the occasion arise, dispense a member from any or all financial obligations to the Fraternity.  Such a waiver would be a private transaction between said member and said officers.  Application for such dispensation must be submitted in writing to the President of the Chapter.

ARTICLE II-RESIGNATION AND SUSPENSION

Section A.
A resignation of an officer must be addressed in writing to the Vice President of Internal Affairs.

Section B.
A member who has, without excuse, absented himself from two meetings in any order, shall be declared by the Vice President of Internal Affairs suspended, temporarily, from the Fraternity.  If he fails to appear in two weeks, after written notification, he shall be suspended for the remainder of the semester.

Section C.
The Moderator, in conjunction with the President and Vice-President, may recommend to the Fraternity the suspension of any member who has proven himself unworthy of membership.

Section D.
Suspension shall not be decreed by the President unless on a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the active members of this chapter and with the written and signed approval of the Moderator.  Any member suspended for whatever cause may appeal to the Supreme Court, requiring a unanimous vote to rescind the suspension.

Section E.
Any member temporarily suspended may be reinstated in the Fraternity upon removing the cause of suspension, and by making a written application to the Vice President of Internal Affairs for such reinstatement.  The application must have the consent of the Moderator and be carried by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present.

Section F.
If an officer of the Fraternity has recurrence of dereliction of duty, he can be impeached by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members present.  The following week, at a specially designated meeting, the officer may, if he chooses, be present to face the charges and defend his case.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present shall be necessary to remove him from office.

ARTICLE III-BOOK OF RULES AND PRECEDENTS


Decisions and resolutions of a permanent nature and all precedents of this Fraternity shall be entered into the minutes and, not later than two (2) regular meetings thereafter, shall be copied into a book of Standard Rules and Precedents by the Vice President of Internal Affairs and placed into the hands of the President.  These rules and precedents shall remain unchangeable except by a three-fourth (3/4) majority vote of the active members present at any regular meeting.

ARTICLE IV-MOTIONS


Unless otherwise provided for by this constitution and by-laws, all motions shall be carried by a simple majority vote.

ARTICLE V-RETREAT

Section A.
The Chapter shall hold an annual sensitivity session. All active-members and the ombudsman shall be encouraged to make the annual session. 

Section B.
There shall be an officer’s retreat. The newly elected officers and the outgoing officers shall be in attendance. This retreat shall occur at the beginning of each calendar year.

 

Universal ADG Night:
1. The active chapters of the Fraternity shall hold a social affair in various cities of the world on the first Friday in December of each year.

2. The event shall be known as "Universal ADG Night" commemorating the founding of Alpha Delta Gamma and shall have as its purpose the preservation, unification, and enrichment of the Fraternity brotherhood among active and alumni members.

3. The National Chairman of Universal ADG Night shall be the National Student Representative.

 

Founder’s Day Celebration:
1. The Purpose of Founder’s Day shall be to remember and commemorate the achievements of the Founding Fathers of Alpha Delta Gamma Fraternity and to reflect/remember what it means to be a brother of Alpha Delta Gamma.

2. The event/s shall take place the week of or the week leading up to the October 10th of each year.

3. The National Chairman of Founder’s Day Celebration shall be the Vice President of Internal Affairs as well as the Vice President of External Affairs.

4. The administration of local activities shall be the responsibility of the active chapters under the direction of the respective chapter’s Vice President of Internal Affairs or equal position.

5. The National Fraternity does not dictate the specific manner in which a chapter celebrates this event, rather it asks that all active chapters perform each of the 5S’s leading up to our Founding Day.
 

Alumni Memorial Service:
1. The Fraternity shall hold an Annual Memorial Service in honor of all deceased members.  This service shall be held on the fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday).

2. The traditional memorial service should be the celebration of the Holy Eucharist or any other religious service acceptable to the active chapter.

3. Alumni should be informed of this service and encouraged to attend.

Convention Mass:
1. The celebration of Holy Mass shall be coordinated by the National Moderator and the host chapter as a regularly scheduled event of every National Convention.

 

Leadership Conferences:
1. Upon the prior approval of the National Executive Council, leadership conferences are open to all chapters and all members may be held in cities to be approved by the National Executive Council in weekends during the months of October, November and February through April of each year; provided that such conferences be confined to study sessions on mutual problems of a non-political nature and that the chapters and/or individual members pay all costs related to the enrichment of our fraternal brotherhood.  An additional purpose shall be the raising of funds for the National Office.
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